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OWL-ADAY

So many holidays — only one newsletter!
Have a Scary Good Halloween...and a Wonderful Thanksgiving...and a

Happy Holiday Season!
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Hard to believe, but the Costa Mesa Bark Park turned
15 this October. And they said we wouldn’t last! Opened
in 1994, the new Costa Mesa Dog Park was a beauty to
behold — well, at least the grass was beautiful. Within 5
years, however, the grass was gone, the fencing was
falling down and the sprinkler system was pretty useless.

Luckily, in 1999, the park was completely renovated.

. New fencing was installed -- everywhere except
along the parking lot;
One corner of the parking lot was converted to
grass and extended into the park;
I An entirely new sprinkler system was installed;
Benches were added throughout the park
It was amazing and beautiful!
Obviously, after 10 years, the park has issues,
again ...issues that the Foundation is trying to
address. Recent improvements include;
. Small dog area expansion — increasing the
size by 5400 square feet;
. Adding two back gates to the small dog
area;
. And — although not successful in all areas —
some sections were replanted.

Obviously, there is still a lot to be done but we do have a
“plan of action”, starting off with the expansion of the
large dog area. Contractors have now been approved and
the new sprinklers and fencing should be in as soon as

the City “signs off” on it. Once this is completed
and this area is able to be used, we hope to get the
funds to start re-planting grass all over the park and
adding some new trees.
Down the road we hope to convert the sprinkler
system to low-impact, water saving sprinkler heads.

A Birthday is a good time to remind everyone ...
THAT BARK PARK IS FUNDED SOLELY BY
DONATIONS AND FUNDRAISING EVENTS.
THE CITY OF COSTA MESA DOES NOT PAY
THE BILLS FOR THE DOG PARK — YOU DO!
We know that many of you are sick of hearing this
but, despite the number of times we say it — print it
on flyers, post it on bulletin boards, etc. — people do
not get the message. If you go to the park today and
ask users “who pays for the Bark Park”, nine out of
ten of them will answer “the City of Costa Mesa”.
And that is why we struggle so hard for donations!
A couple of other things you probably don’t know;
- Bark Park is required by the City to pay for itself;
- The City maintains that it will close Bark Park if
or when it no longer supports itself;
- A non-profit Foundation must be in place at all
times to administer Bark Park.
Hopefully understanding the arrangement
between the City and Bark Park will help users
understand the need for their support.




EW HOM

=

) My name is RYKER and | need a new Home.

LOOKING FOR AN

% | am a nine month old, pure-bred keeshond and You can
5 % see me most nights at bark park with my foster family of
other rescued Keeshonds. If you do see me, come and say
“HI”. T am so adorable you will immediately fall in love
and want to take me home
The Keeshond is a friendly breed that loves playing with
other dogs at Bark Park
Ryker is available for adoption through Southern
California Keeshond rescue. Contact them at:
www.foreverkees.org

**When Space provides, the Pooch Press would like to feature dogs for adoption. If you are interested in
having a dog included in the next quarterly issue, call the hotline and leave a message and we will get back

to you a few weeks before publication.
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http://www.foreverkees.org/

